
 

 

 
Rev. David F. Gaffney, Pastor 

sbc.pastor@aol.com 
Rev. John E. Unsworth, Pastor, Emeritus 
Rev. Charles Maher, Weekday Assistant 

Rev. Albino Barrera, OP Weekend Assistant 
 

Pastoral Assistant:        Angelo Giacchi 
Business Manager:       David Cote 
Elementary Faith Formation: Dawn Masterson 
Youth Faith Formation:      Christina Pichette 
Music Director:       Alison Shea 

 
Mass Schedules 

Weekends 
Saturday Vigil ~ 5:00 PM 

Sundays 
7:00 AM 8:30 AM 10:30 AM 

Weekdays 
8:00 AM Monday through Friday 

 
Address: 275 Tower Hill Road 
 North Kingstown, RI 02852 
Phone : 401-295-0387 
E-mail: sbc.bus@verizon.net 
Web: www.stbernardnk.org 
Hours: Mon - Tues: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Wednesday 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Thursday & Friday: Closed 

 
 

 
Baptism: Please call Angelo at the Parish  
 Center for information about    
 scheduling and preparation. 
 
Communion  Please notify us of those sick and  
to the Sick: in need of Communion at home. 
Marriage: Please call 10 months in advance. 
Holy Orders: Tel: 401-831-8011 
 www.catholicpriest.com 
Project Rachel: Post abortion counseling 
 Tel: 401-421-7833, ext. 118 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00 PM  
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Following Tuesday’s 8:00 AM Mass until 11:00 AM
  

Family Faith Formation Program 
Our programs provide parishioners of all ages oppor-
tunities for learning, growing and living our Faith 
through common experiences, age-specific learning 
and interactive sharing. Please call the Parish Center 
for information regarding any of our programs or 
email: 

First Communion Grade 2:    
 sbcreligiouseducation@gmail.com 

Confirmation Grades 8 & 9:  sbc.teenff@gmail.com 

Gospel Weeklies Grades 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7:  
 stbernardgospelweeklies@gmail.com 

 Saint Bernard Church 

November 20, 2022 
Our Lord Jesus Christ King of the Universe 
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Ponderings  

We welcome families to bring their children—our youngest parishioners—in their strollers to Mass. 

 I came upon this story recently----found it to be ‘heartwarming’.  There is a bit of controversy about 
its authorship.  It had been attributed to Katherine Hepburn and then there were a rash of internet stories 
that denied it was from her childhood.  They offered all kinds of ‘fact check’ information.  I really didn’t 
get into the battle over authorship.  Perhaps you have heard the story before----or maybe the story about the 
story (the authorship question!).  In any event, as we approach Thanksgiving, I thought it might be story 
you would enjoy.  
 
 “Once when I was a teenager, my father and I were standing in line to buy tickets for the circus.  
Finally, there was only one other family between us and the ticket counter.  The family made a big impres-
sion on me.  There were eight children, all probably under the age of 12.  The way they were dressed, you 
could tell they didn’t have a lot of money, but their clothes were neat and clean.  
 The children were well behaved, all of them standing in line, two-by-two behind their parents, hold-
ing hands.  They were excitedly jabbering about the clowns, animals and the acts they would be seeing that 
night. By their excitement you could sense they had never been to the circus before. It would be a highlight 
of their lives. The father and mother were at the head of the pack standing proud as could be. The mother 
was holding her husband’s hand, looking up at him as if to say, “you’re my knight in shining armor.” He 
was smiling and enjoying seeing his family happy.  
 The ticket lady asked the man how many tickets he wanted?  He proudly responded, “I’d like to buy 
eight children’s tickets and two adult tickets, so I can take my family to the circus. The ticket lady stated the 
price. The man’s wife let go of his hand, her head dropped, the man’s lip began to quiver. Then he leaned a 
little closer and asked, “How much did you say?”  The ticket lady again stated the price. The man didn’t 
have enough money.  How was he supposed to turn and tell his eight kids that he didn’t have enough mon-
ey to take them to the circus?  
 Seeing what was going on, my dad reached into his pocket, pulled out a $20 bill, and then dropped 
it to the ground. (We were not wealthy in any sense of the word.) My father bent down, picked up the $20 
bill, tapped the man on the shoulder and said, “Excuse me, sir, this fell out of your pocket.” The man un-
derstood what was going on. He wasn’t begging for a handout but certainly appreciated the help in a des-
perate, heartbreaking and embarrassing situation. He looked straight into my dad’s eyes, took my dad’s 
hand in both of his, squeezed tightly onto the $20 bill, and with his lip quivering and a tear streaming down 
his cheek, he replied; “Thank you, thank you, sir. This really means a lot to me and my family.”  
 My father and I went back to our car and drove home.  The $20 that my dad gave away is what we 
were going to buy our tickets with.  Although we didn’t get to see the circus that night, we both felt a joy 
inside that was far greater than seeing the circus could ever provide.  
 That day I learned the value to Give. 
  
 When I read this story I realized that so much of the giving you do as parishioners of this parish is 
‘anonymous’----you bring in food each week for the NK Food Pantry; you pick ‘tags’ from the Giving Tree 
at Christmas; you respond generously when we had the “Souper-Bowl” collection of cans of soup; you 
bring in ‘baby items’ for the Baby Shower; you regularly bring in various items for the Emmanuel House 
(homeless shelter in Providence).  You never see the recipient of your generosity.  And yet, there is a ‘real 
person’ on the other side of your gift----a person in need whose day, week, month, year, whole life----was 
made just a bit better by your gift.  They (mostly) don’t have the opportunity to say, ‘thank you’ (although 
the agencies will often express their gratitude) -----but, in their name, the names of those who will have 
more to eat, warm clothes to wear, etc., I say, “Thank You!” 
 “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers (or sisters) of mine, you did 
for me.”   
 Happy Thanksgiving!   
--Fr. Gaffney   
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Mass  
Intentions 

 

 

 

MONDAY, November 21 
  8:00 AM – Ann Kosak   
  by her family 

 TUESDAY, November 22 
  8:00 AM – Innocents of Abortion 

 WEDNESDAY, November 23  
  8:00 AM –  Buck Reis   
  by Jane Viera 

 THURSDAY, November 24 
  8:30 AM – Thanksgiving Mass 

 FRIDAY, November 25   
  8:00 AM – Holy Souls of Purgatory 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 

SATURDAY, November 26 
  5:00 PM – Donald Barker   
  by his wife  

 SUNDAY, November 27   
  7:00 AM – Raymond, Louis & Donald Theroux
  by their family 

   8:30 AM – Teresa Trabucco & Maria Douglas
  by their family 

   10:30 AM – Elda & Vito Coppa   
  by their family 

Congratulations to  
Brianna Byam and Matthew Repetto  
who were united in the Sacrament of  

Holy Matrimony on November 11, 2022 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 
 
 
 

Please join us on 
Thanksgiving Day for 
Mass at 8:30 a.m.  In a 
year when there have 
been so many chal-
lenges and difficulties 
we pause to recall 
God’s blessings, as 
well. 

Coffee and Donuts  after the 10:30 AM 
Mass Last Sunday. 
All are Welcome ! 
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Parish Support 
 

 November 6 , 2022  2021 
Basket  $7,068.00 $10,589.00 
ACH   $3,120.00 $2,860.00 
 

 November 13 , 2022  2021 
Basket  $8,374.00 $6,580.00 
ACH   $2,257.00 $2,640.00 
 

YTD             $201,490.00        $198,107.00 

Remember St. Bernard Church in your will and 
estate planning.  Thank you.  

Young at Heart December Luncheon 
 
Tuesday, December 13, 2022 (sign in at 11:30 AM)   Menu: To Be Determined 
 
Name (s): ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cost: $14.00 per person.  Cash: _______ Check  ________    (Made out to St. Bernard) 
 

Please respond by Tuesday, December 6, 2022. 

Emmanuel House Homeless Shelter 
 

We are always in need of new socks, bath towels, 
and backpacks, twin-sized bedding, etc. Drop off 
items in the Church gathering space or at the Par-
ish Center. 

Annual Collection 
 
Letters have been mailed to all registered house-
holds in the parish. (We have extra copies of the 
mailing if you did not receive it for some reason) 
We are grateful for your generous support of this 
“annual” collection in the past and look forward to 
your support this year.  This collection literally 
enables us to pay our bills.  It is our hope that eve-
ry family will be able to contribute to the collec-
tion.  Thank you to those who have already sent in 
their donation.  The collection continues till the 
end of the calendar year.   

Thanksgiving Food Drive  
and Gift Card Drive  

 
Non perishable food:  On a weekly basis many 
of you generously bring in non perishable food 
items that are brought to the North Kingstown 
Food Pantry.  Thank you! We invite all parishion-
ers to take part in our ‘Thanksgiving Food Drive’ 
with donations of non-perishable items. (such as:  
cereal; baked beans; canned vegetables; hearty 
soups; pasta; tomato sauce; hamburger-helper; 
rice-a-roni).   
 
Food Store Gift Cards:  We use the money from 
the “Poor Box” to purchase $25 gift cards that we 
distribute on a regular basis to those who call the 
parish office who are in need of assistance.  We 
have experienced an increase in requests for gift 
cards in recent months.  If you would like to do-
nate a food gift card ($25 denomination)----please 
put them in an envelope marked ‘Thanksgiving 
Gift Card’.  Your donation will help those in 
need. 

Monsignor Clarke School 
Christmas Festival 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

 
 70 + Vendors and Artists 

 Gifts for Everyone on Your List 
 Kids Games and Crafts 
 Lunch and Snacks 

 Raffles 
 Santa & Mrs. Claus 
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Faith Formation  
 

GOSPEL WEEKLIES PROGRAM 
Grades 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 , 7 
 
In-person class schedule 
9:30-10:30 am 
 
Class today: 11/20. 
Next in person class: 12/4 
 
** Return completed assignments to next in-person 
class 
 
SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
PROGRAM 
 
Grades 2, 8, 9 
 
Next in person class: 12/11/2022 
 
Grade 2 & 8 is expected to return each Gospel 
Weekly to the next in person class. This is so the 
lesson from the Gospel of the week is reviewed in 
a timely manner and the program stays on track. 
For more detailed information, please refer to your 
Weekly News Family email. 

Grief Support Group. 
 
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, December 13 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Center.  Please contact 
the parish office by phone or e-mail to let us know 
if you want to be part of the group.   

The Music Corner 
Calling All Youth Singers!!!! 

 
It is time for our Children and Teens to start sing-
ing again. We will be having both children and 
teens sing for our 4pm Mass on Christmas Eve. 
Rehearsals will be in the parish center for 4 Tues-
days starting November 29th, from 5-5:45pm. 
Open to ages 6 and up. 
 
Please email alison.shea72@gmail.com if your 
interested or have any questions. 

Quilt Winner 
 
Congratulations to Eleanor & Ray Vallee, winners 
of the 2022 scholarship quilt. Thank you all who 
continue supporting the Scholarship Fund and a 
special thank you to ladies who made this year’s 
gorgeous yellow and blue quilt possible; Kathy 
Biron, Bette Beaucaire, Dyann Casala, Susan 
Charbonneau, Peg Fitzpatrick, Loretta Krebel, 
Gail Palladino and Karen Walsh.  

The Giving Tree  
 

The Giving Tree is up this weekend, November 
19th—20th. All you need to do is take a tag and 
fulfill the suggested gift. The tag should be at-
tached to the gift and placed under the tree by 
Sunday December 10th. For some individuals it 
will be their only gift so we need time to process 
them well before Christmas. If you cannot, for 
any reason, fulfill the suggested item, please re-
turn the tag to the tree or the Parish Office as 
soon as possible. 
 

If your family, or any family you know, needs 
help with gifts this Christmas, please contact the 

parish center at  295-0387 or email: 
sbc.pa@verizon.net. 
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